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In   evident  contrast  with the  rest of  the poem      It is
therefore, not improper if we take it that the subject of
the Mahabharata, which has been classed  by aK1 writers^
as an epic poem, is the  great war and not the life of the
Pandavas

That this subject is comolex, nobody will ever be
disposed to deny In fact, the word Mahabharata raises
up in our mind the idea of a something which is vast
and extremely diversified But very few have realised
the vastness a<nd the complexity of the subject from a
poetic point of view The scenes and incidents in the
Mahabharata suitable for poetic treatment aie so numer-
ous and diverse, that scarcely any interesting scene
has ever been conceived by modern Sanskrit poets which
has not its parent in the Mahabharata "Like the big
Banian tree/'Sauti himself boasts in the beginning of
the poem, "the Mahabharata is the resting place for
all modern poets ' It is the perennial stream from which
any poet may drink and derive inspiration

The incidents in the Mahabharata, very numerous
and deversified as they are, have been so well knit to-
gether in one story that it is not possible to conceive ef
a plot more splendid and well laid It has often
occurred to me that if the story of the Mahabharata is
not a historical one it must indeed be the production of
an imagination which is higher than that of Shakespeare
Diversity of characters and their truthfulness to nature
which characterise Shakespeare's plays are to be foundT
in the Mahabharata also , but the wonder is that so
many characters have been brought together m one
plot Whatfi\Shakespeare exhibits in many dramas
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